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	General election 2024
In the run up to the general election, The King’s Fund will explore what national government can do to improve health and care in England, consider political parties’ policy proposals, and make sense of the national debate. On these pages you can find more detail on The King's Fund's general election priorities, our analysis of party policies, and content to help make sense of the debate around health and care.


	https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/projects/priorities-for-health-care-general-election?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14494252_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-24&dm_i=21A8,8MNU4,2NYYES,ZS4QU,1 
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	Election special: waiting lists and the fall of the smoking ban
During the 2024 general election campaign we'll be examining the key debates and exploring the big issues in health and care. We'll also be answering your listener questions and highlighting some of the important issues that are missing from the national debate.
Follow to get new episodes for free as soon as they're available on Apple Podcasts or Spotif

	https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/podcast/election-waiting-lists-smoking-ban?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14507451_NEWSL_WeeklyUpdate_03062024&utm_content=Button_podcast&dm_i=21A8,8MY0R,2NYYES,ZTJ6U,1 
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	The role of integrated care systems in improving dementia diagnosis                                                                                                      Find out more about the role of integrated care systems in improving dementia diagnosis, and read our findings from research in case study sites.  https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/long-reads/role-integrated-care-systems-improving-dementia-diagnosis?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14452476_NEWSL_ICSH_2024-15&dm_i=21A8,8LRLO,2NYYES,ZNRTP,1           
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	What do the public want politicians to do about the NHS?
The findings from the 2023 British Social Attitudes survey on public satisfaction with the NHS make for grim reading – and set politicians a tough exam question for this general election campaign. Overall satisfaction with the NHS was down, with less than a quarter of the public (24%) saying they were satisfied with how the NHS runs nowadays. 

	This was the lowest figure recorded since the BSA survey began in 1983 and has fallen by 29 percentage points in just three years. Satisfaction with individual services was at record lows.  Read more …..                                                                                   
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/blogs/what-do-the-public-want-politicians-to-do-about-the-nhs?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14497711_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-06-28&dm_i=21A8,8MQI7,2NYYES,ZSIC4,1 
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	In a nutshell - Adult social care and NHS workforce
We know that the adult social care and NHS workforces are under pressure. But what is the data behind the issues? Find out in our recently updated nutshells.

	Adult Social care                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/data-and-charts/social-care-workforce-nutshell?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14484951_NEWSL_Sensemaking_170524&utm_content=Button_ASCworkforce&dm_i=21A8,8MGNR,2NYYES,ZR4NW,1
NHS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/data-and-charts/nhs-workforce-nutshell?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14484951_NEWSL_Sensemaking_170524&utm_content=Button_NHSnutshell&dm_i=21A8,8MGNR,2NYYES,ZR4NW,1
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	Soaring dementia care costs reach £42 billion in UK – and families bear the brunt                                                             Alzheimer’s Society is calling on the Government to make dementia a priority and urgently fix diagnosis as just 1.4% of dementia healthcare costs are spent on diagnosis and treatment, with families shouldering 63% of the costs.                                                             https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/news/2024-05-10/soaring-dementia-care-costs-uk-42-billion?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14487276_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-21&dm_i=21A8,8MIGC,2NYYES,ZS3E8,1 
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	The adult social care workforce in a nutshell                                                                                                                                            The adult social care workforce is struggling with high vacancies and turnover, but how many people work in this sector in England, and what are their roles?

	https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/data-and-charts/social-care-workforce-nutshell?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14477196_NEWSL_WeeklyUpdate%5Bmonday%20_send%5D_130524&utm_content=Button_SocialCareWorkforceNutshell&dm_i=21A8,8MAOC,2NYYES,ZQDPN,1
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	Scale of the challenge: obesity and the labour market                                                                                                                                                                      The findings of this report suggest a correlation between obesity and economic inactivity, as well as obesity affecting the productivity and wellbeing of people who are in work. Obesity is not a personal responsibility – it is caused by working conditions, changes in the built environment, and our broken food system. 

	Polling for this report shows that the public are ahead of politicians: they want government intervention and a break from failed policies focused on individual responsibility. Drawing from previous IPPR research, the main recommendation is based on developing a whole-society approach to tackling obesity. Read the report: https://ippr-org.files.svdcdn.com/production/Downloads/Obesity_and_labour_market_May24.pdf?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14466697_NEWSL_HWB_2023-05-13&dm_i=21A8,8M2KP,2NYYES,ZQ5AI,1          
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	A step change: improving delivery of the Disabled Facilities Grant                                                                                                                                            This report calls for all local authorities to radically improve the way they deliver adaptations. Age UK says an overhaul of the system is required to help older people to live independently for longer and reduce pressure on NHS and care services. Two-thirds of local authorities took longer than the recommended six months to deliver an adaptation through the Disabled Facilities Grant, with the longest taking more than 24 months.

	https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reports-and-briefings/health--wellbeing/disabled-facilities-grant/the-disabled-facilities-grant-a-step-change-improving-delivery-of-the-disabled-facilities-grant.pdf?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14466697_NEWSL_HWB_2023-05-13&dm_i=21A8,8M2KP,2NYYES,ZQ91R,1 
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	Driving tips for the summer - How to cope with everything from traffic to tractors
https://www.theaa.com/driving-advice/seasonal/summer 
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	The Disabled Facilities Grant A step change: improving delivery of the Disabled Facilities Grant.
This report calls for all local authorities to radically improve the way they deliver adaptations. Age UK says that an overhaul of the system is required to help older people to live independently for longer and reduce pressure on NHS and care services. Two-thirds of local authorities took longer than the recommended six months to deliver an adaptation through the Disabled Facilities Grant, with the longest taking more than 24 months.

	https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reports-and-briefings/health--wellbeing/disabled-facilities-grant/the-disabled-facilities-grant-a-step-change-improving-delivery-of-the-disabled-facilities-grant.pdf?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14461894_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-03&dm_i=21A8,8LYVA,2NYYES,ZOXP4,1 
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	What health and care need from the next government: adult social care                                                                                             This briefing series challenges the NHS and social care manifesto commitments of UK political parties in advance of the general election. The second in the series looks at adult social care and sets out some possible criteria, such as funding and workforce, aiming to support long-term social care reform. It is based in part on research into other countries, such as Germany and Japan, which have carried out comprehensive and politically successful reforms.

	https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/resource/what-health-and-care-need-from-the-next-government-2-adult-social-care?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14461894_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-03&dm_i=21A8,8LYVA,2NYYES,ZP7XU,1 
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	Pharmacy: what people want                                                                                                                                                                           This report explores the current state of pharmacy services. It outlines opportunities for community pharmacies and the challenges the sector is facing as the role of pharmacists continues to expand, and looks at people’s experiences of and attitudes towards pharmacy services at the outset of Pharmacy First. It also presents recommendations for the government, NHS England, integrated care boards, the pharmacy sector, as well as local Healthwatch.

	https://www.healthwatch.co.uk/report/2024-04-30/pharmacy-what-people-want?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14461894_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-03&dm_i=21A8,8LYVA,2NYYES,ZP8C6,1 
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	Rapid evidence review: tackling inequalities through the regulation of services and organisations                                          One of the CQC’s strategic aims is to tackle inequalities in health and care. The CQC has invested in an ambitious research programme to support its strategy. It commissioned SQW to deliver a rapid evidence review, supported by The King’s Fund Library Service and Dr Tammy Boyce. The review explored how regulators can tackle inequalities experienced by those using services.  It identified lessons from other sectors and countries.

	The study reviewed 46 documents. These documents were identified through a literature search and a call for evidence. A total of 12 interviews took place to add to the findings from the review.  Read the review here:
https://www.cqc.org.uk/about-us/transparency/external-reports-research/rapid-evidence-review-tackling-inequalities?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14476033_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-14&dm_i=21A8,8M9S1,2NYYES,ZQE99,1
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Infection Prevention guidance and updates 

	[bookmark: _Hlk166480313][bookmark: _Hlk163031988]8 May
	Department of Health & Social Care Press release new publication
New 5-year plan to combat antimicrobial resistance
The government has announced its new national action plan on antimicrobial resistance to protect people and animals from the risk of drug-resistant infections.

	https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-five-year-plan-to-combat-antimicrobial-resistance?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14473156_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-10&dm_i=21A8,8M7K4,2NYYES,ZQ75Y,1 
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	UK Health Security Agency Press release                                                                                 Whooping cough cases continue to rise                                                                                           New data published today by the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) shows cases of whooping cough continue to increase with 1,319 cases confirmed in March.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/news/whooping-cough-cases-continue-to-rise?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8fc2cd9d-2a3e-48c2-91a0-3969da999e13&utm_content=daily 

	[bookmark: _Hlk166482042][bookmark: _Hlk158282402]10 May
	UK Health Security Agency Guidance                                                                                        National measles guidelines                                                                                                            How to manage cases of suspected measles: what patient details to take, who to notify and assessing risk of disease spreading in close contacts.                                               Added measles easy ready factsheet.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-measles-guidelines?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=56394b61-f6cb-4d86-8301-1f8a9ea691c7&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 

	16 May
	Department of Health and Social Care Press release
£85 million pledged to tackle antibiotic emergency
Funding of £85 million will be announced at a global event to support the international community in tackling the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance.

	https://www.gov.uk/government/news/85-million-pledged-to-tackle-antibiotic-emergency?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=33d2dc14-b92e-41c1-b6ac-752948379691&utm_content=daily 

	[bookmark: _Hlk162951796][bookmark: _Hlk163466385][bookmark: _Hlk161041323]21 May
	UK Health Security Agency Guidance                                                                                                   COVID-19: guidance for people whose immune system means they are at higher risk                                                                                                                                                                      Guidance for people aged 12 and over whose immune system means they are at higher risk of serious illness if they become infected with COVID-19.                                            Change made: Updated the information for spring 2024
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=75f532e8-f728-47bd-a18d-1dd4dcc2d1a7&utm_content=daily 

	23 May
	UK Health Security Agency Research and analysis
Emerging infections: monthly summaries
Updates on new or emerging infectious disease events that could affect UK public health. Added January and February 2024 reports.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emerging-infections-monthly-summaries?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f0c99522-0f1a-4bcf-a834-74f25d14b30b&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 




	




Infection Prevention guidance and updates  continued

	23 May 
	UK Health Security Agency Case study
VDEC is supporting a GBS vaccine to prevent newborn deaths
Antimicrobial resistance to Group B Streptococcus (GBS) antibiotics is growing. This puts newborns at risk. VDEC is supporting a new vaccine to cut antibiotic use

	https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/vdec-is-supporting-a-gbs-vaccine-to-prevent-newborn-deaths?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=efacbff4-e68d-41fd-ada2-9637b1138570&utm_content=daily 

	[bookmark: _Hlk168299097]28 May
	Department of Health and Social Care and UK Health Security Agency Collection
Adult social care: guidance
Information for the adult social care sector.
Added 'Infection prevention and control (IPC) in adult social care: acute respiratory infection (ARI)' to Infection prevention and control.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/adult-social-care-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=23409c1c-a174-4f99-aec8-f87ca1fbca7a&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 

	[bookmark: _Hlk168299557]29 May
	Medicines and Healthcare products regulatory Agency Guidance
Topical corticosteroids and withdrawal reactions
Safety leaflet on topical corticosteroids and withdrawal reactions to help patients and their carers to use these medicines safely.
Major update of advice following further review of topical steroid withdrawal reactions and the introduction of new potency labelling.
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/topical-corticosteroids-and-withdrawal-reactions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=4d57035f-9a37-463e-a11a-ea5d9c815a9d&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 

	[bookmark: _Hlk164929442]31 May
	UK Health Security Agency Government Guidance new publications
Measles: posters for the general public
Measles awareness posters for use by the general public in public spaces.

	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-posters-for-the-general-public?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=7231f79b-ae2a-470a-bbf1-25d327d37656&utm_content=daily
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Other Topics - updates


	1 May 
	Press release
NHS Constitution plans to strengthen privacy, dignity and safety
Proposed updates to NHS Constitution for England will reflect biological needs of patients and empower people to request same-sex wards and care.
From:
Department of Health and Social Care, The Rt Hon Victoria Atkins MP, and Maria Caulfield MP
	https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-constitution-plans-to-strengthen-privacy-dignity-and-safety?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14461894_NEWSL_HMP_Library%202024-05-03&dm_i=21A8,8LYVA,2NYYES,ZOWRR,1 
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	Government Guidance
DBS checks for childminders and childcare workers
How to get a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check if you want to look after children for a living: who needs a check, what it costs and how long it takes.

	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/criminal-record-checks-for-childminders-and-childcare-workers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=099fbe8e-32d5-445f-a1f3-0bb0c5de002c&utm_content=daily


	7 May
	NHS Promotional material
Abdominal aortic aneurysm screening: invitation leaflet
Information for men invited to an NHS abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) screening appointment.
This leaflet provides information on abdominal aortic aneurysm screening (also called AAA screening) for men aged 65 and over.
It explains what an abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) is and what happens when you go for screening. It should help you decide if you want to be screened.
The AAA screening check is a simple free ultrasound scan.

	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/abdominal-aortic-aneurysm-screening-invitation-leaflet/html-version 

	8 May
	Government Guidance   new publication                                                                                                                                           Online Safety Act: explainer                                                                                                                                                   Explainer on what the Online Safety Act 2023 does and how it protects people from harmful content online.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/online-safety-act-explainer?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5fb580b3-e515-4b77-8a40-3e00b4a7c927&utm_content=daily 

	8 May
	HM Revenue Guidance                                                                                                                      Get your National Insurance number by post
Use form CA5403 to request a copy of your National Insurance number by post.
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-your-national-insurance-number-by-post?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f740c284-ce2c-44d6-9af3-3c196d66e770&utm_content=daily 
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Other Topics – updates continued….


	13 May
	Government guidance
Universal Credit and earnings
The amount you earn, and how often you're paid your wages, can affect your Universal Credit.
From 13 May 2024 the Administrative Earnings Threshold (AET) went up for individuals and couples. For individual claimants, the AET is £892 per assessment period. Additionally, if you're in a couple, the combined couple's AET is £1,437 per assessment period.
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/universal-credit-and-earnings?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=728b1acb-61e6-49a5-bdbe-dd0305bcb887&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 

	[bookmark: _Hlk163466523][bookmark: _Hlk163467306][bookmark: _Hlk160691694]14 May
	UK Health Security Agency Research and analysis new publication
Health equity impacts of climate change
This rapid mapping review identifies and categorises evidence on the health equity impacts of climate change in the UK.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-equity-impacts-of-climate-change?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=b45cb0d5-10d2-4697-908a-dd4c531195b7&utm_content=daily 

	16 May 2024
	UK Health Security Agency Press release                                                                                  £85 million pledged to tackle antibiotic emergency                                                                      Funding of £85 million will be announced at a global event to support the international community in tackling the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/news/85-million-pledged-to-tackle-antibiotic-emergency?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=758b3014-515c-4420-9dd6-6ef5a909f6e3&utm_content=daily 

	[bookmark: _Hlk158623737]17 May
	Government Guidance                                                                                                                   CE marking                                                                                                                                                    How a product complies with EU safety, health and environmental requirements, and how to place a CE marking on your product.
CE recognition end date of 31 December 2024 removed. References to new legislation included which the government has laid to continue recognition of current EU requirements for a range of product regulations, including the CE marking, meaning businesses will have the flexibility to use either the UKCA or CE marking to sell a range of products in Great Britain. Relevant products and affected sectors have been included, as well as general updates to the guidance.
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ce-marking?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=b5dc6a26-c1e9-418e-9e2c-8335181dbf2e&utm_content=daily 
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Other Topics – updates continued…


	20 May
	UK Health Security Agency Guidance                                                                                                                                                 Pre-clinical vaccine evaluation                                                                                                        The pre-clinical evaluation team at VDEC provides a safe and controlled environment to test new vaccines and therapeutics before they progress to clinical trials
How VDEC develops and evaluates vaccines                                                                              From discovery to real-world impact, VDEC equips scientists with the expertise and facilities to navigate each step in the development of vaccines and therapeutics.
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR)                                                                                               VDEC responds strategically to AMR pathogens and new emerging threats (fungi, viruses, and bacteria), by determining the most appropriate research goals to combat these pathogens
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pre-clinical-vaccine-evaluation?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=60c3d674-56e9-4233-bb51-740ce7da15f6&utm_content=daily 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-vdec-develops-and-evaluates-vaccines?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8421c484-ebdd-4918-9d34-dcd67f0086ca&utm_content=daily 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/antimicrobial-resistance-amr?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1888777a-2639-4f77-a9d6-43c9d75854d2&utm_content=daily 

	20 May
	Department for Energy Security and Net Zero Guidance                                                                                                                                                   Smart meter In-Home Display: voluntary replacement principles                                       Principles to ensure consumers can obtain a functioning smart meter In-Home Display (IHD) from their energy supplier.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smart-meter-in-home-display-voluntary-replacement-principles?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=7a1bd8db-b287-4fb5-8698-d333ea994d5f&utm_content=daily 

	22 May 
	Department for Work & Pensions Guidance                                                                          Personal Independence Payment (PIP) changes                                                                         A summary of changes to PIP which affect how the Department for Work and Pensions decides PIP claims. Added 'Unpaid enhanced mobility: changes to PIP law from 30 November 2020.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/personal-independence-payment-changes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=c49f9b30-8e47-48a8-a5b3-bd179a29df46&utm_content=daily 

	24 May
	Government Guidance
Access to Work: staff guide
A Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) staff guide about the Access to Work scheme.
Updated 'What is self-employment?' (paragraph 7), 'Ceiling cap' (paragraph 1) and also 'Communication support at interview' (Overview paragraph).
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-work-staff-guide?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=eebd6cfe-f8dc-42f8-92a7-8fc52d318588&utm_content=daily



	




























Other Topics – updates continued…


	
24 May
	Government guidance
Help and support for older workers
Guidance about employing older workers and working past 50.
Updated the 'menopause and the workplace' section of the help and support for older workers guide.
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/help-and-support-for-older-workers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=39e9a498-dcae-4373-a288-80d50f9adcce&utm_content=daily 

	24 May
	Home Office Statutory guidance
Modern slavery: how to identify and support victims
Describes the signs that someone may be a victim of modern slavery, the support available to victims, and the process for determining whether someone is a victim.
Updated the definition of sexual exploitation for the purposes of modern slavery decision making (paragraphs 2.26 to 2.36).
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-how-to-identify-and-support-victims?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=6abcfc8a-2c36-48ed-9d12-ee09afe70158&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history 
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