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July 2025 

 

Healthwatch England - One year on: how is Pharmacy First working for patients?                                                                                          

A year after the launch of Pharmacy First, the NHS scheme designed to speed up treatment for common conditions, this report sets out 

the results of a new poll of over 7,000 adults’ experience of using pharmacies. It shows the scheme is working well for many but to 

reach its full potential, key barriers must be addressed. One year on: How is Pharmacy First working for patients? | Healthwatch 

 

Key facts and figures about the NHS                                                                                                                                                             

What's the NHS annual budget? How many doctors and nurses are there? What's the cost of an operation? Our press and public affairs 

team, library service and policy experts deal with hundreds of enquiries every year. Read the answers to some key questions that have 

frequently or recently posed been to us NHS: Key Facts And Figures | The King's Fund 

 

 

Department of Health and Social Care: Fit for the future: 10 Year Health Plan for England                                                                
The UK government's 10 Year Health Plan for England aims to transform the NHS through three key shifts: moving care from hospitals 

to communities, transitioning from analogue to digital systems, and focusing on prevention rather than sickness. The plan includes a 

new operating model, increased transparency, a reformed workforce, and a reshaped innovation strategy. Developed with public and 

stakeholder input, it seeks to create a future-ready health service. 10 Year Health Plan for England: fit for the future - GOV.UK 

 

Truly fit for the future? The 10 Year Health Plan explained                                                                                                                                                          
What impact will Fit for the Future: The 10 Year Health Plan for England have for people, patients, staff and the health and care 

system? In our new explainer, we analyse the key areas of the government's plans.                                                                                                                     

Truly Fit For The Future? The 10 Year Health Plan Explained | The King's Fund 

 

Shifting care from hospital to communities: what are the challenges to achieving this for children & young people?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The 10 Year Health Plan aims to move more care into the community and away from hospitals. In this long read, Liz Fisher examines 

whether this can help improve children and young people's health, and the main barriers to bettering community services for those 

under 25.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Shifting care from hospital to communities: what are the challenges to achieving this for children and young people? | Nuffield Trust 
 

  

https://www.healthwatch.co.uk/report/2025-06-30/one-year-how-pharmacy-first-working-patients?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15065464_NEWSL_HMP%202025-07-01&dm_i=21A8,8YWL4,2NYYES,11G7I1,1
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/data-and-charts/key-facts-figures-nhs?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15076729_NEWSL_WeeklyUpdate070725%5BMondaySend%5D&utm_content=Button_F%26F&dm_i=21A8,8Z5A1,2NYYES,11GSQ4,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/10-year-health-plan-for-england-fit-for-the-future?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15063796_NEWSL_HWB%202025-07-07&dm_i=21A8,8YVAS,2NYYES,11H6GH,1
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/long-reads/ten-year-health-plan-explained?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15063796_NEWSL_HWB%202025-07-07&dm_i=21A8,8YVAS,2NYYES,11FGIR,1
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/shifting-care-from-hospital-to-communities-what-are-the-challenges-to-achieving-this-for-children-and-young-people?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15102215_NEWSL_HMP%202025-07-29&dm_i=21A8,8ZOXZ,2NYYES,11JGUF,1
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Infection Prevention guidance and updates  

08/07/25 Department of Health & Social Care New Guidance 
Pandemic preparedness, prevention and response: health and care research and 
development framework 
UK government’s approach to research funding for new, emerging and escalating 
infectious disease threats. 
 

Pandemic preparedness, prevention and response: health and care 
research and development framework - GOV.UK 

10/07/25 UK Health Security Agency News story 
Survey reveals high parental confidence in children's vaccines 
UKHSA data shows 85% of parents are confident childhood vaccines are safe, 
effective and trustworthy. 
 
UK Health Security Agency Research and analysis 
Childhood vaccines: parental attitudes survey 2025 
Findings of the 2025 survey of parental attitudes to childhood vaccines. 
 

Survey reveals high parental confidence in children's vaccines - GOV.UK 
 
 
 
 
Childhood vaccines: parental attitudes survey 2025 - GOV.UK 

10/07/25 UK Health Security Agency Guidance 
Flu vaccination: who should have it this winter and why 
This explains the importance of the influenza (flu) vaccination this winter: 2025 to 
2026. 
 

Flu vaccination: who should have it this winter and why - GOV.UK 

16/07/25  Department of Health & Social Care Independent report 
COVID-19 vaccination in autumn 2026 and spring 2027: JCVI advice, 16 July 2025 
Statement setting out advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) on the COVID-19 vaccination programmes for autumn 2026 
and spring 2027. 
JCVI advises that vaccination should be offered to the following groups in autumn 
2026 and spring 2027: 

 adults aged 75 years and over 
 residents in a care home for older adults 
 individuals aged 6 months and over who are immunosuppressed (as 

defined in the ‘immunosuppression’ sections of tables 3 or 4 in the COVID-
19 chapter of the green book) 

 

COVID-19 vaccination in autumn 2026 and spring 2027: JCVI advice, 16 
July 2025 - GOV.UK 

Infection Prevention guidance and updates continued…… 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pandemic-preparedness-prevention-and-response-health-and-care-research-and-development-framework?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=939008ee-b3ae-458d-9349-1f90c7f1fdd9&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pandemic-preparedness-prevention-and-response-health-and-care-research-and-development-framework?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=939008ee-b3ae-458d-9349-1f90c7f1fdd9&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/survey-reveals-high-parental-confidence-in-childrens-vaccines?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e943016d-ee13-4962-a523-8c62103b9f9a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childhood-vaccines-parental-attitudes-survey-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a07bae14-a4fd-460f-b703-4f17c2bad4db&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-who-should-have-it-this-winter-and-why?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=9f4fc630-011d-403f-b003-ea00a0bff08d&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-in-autumn-2026-and-spring-2027-jcvi-advice-16-july-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3ea1dbf0-f80d-4fbd-8d87-bf2fc17c25db&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-in-autumn-2026-and-spring-2027-jcvi-advice-16-july-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3ea1dbf0-f80d-4fbd-8d87-bf2fc17c25db&utm_content=daily


 

 

                                          UCS Staff & Client Monthly ‘Nice to Know’ updates 

 

                                                                                                                               UCS Staff & Clients Monthly ‘Nice to Know’ updates- July 2025                                                                                                                        Page 3 of 4 
 

17/07/25 UK Health Security Agency Research and analysis 
Doxycycline: serious or severe adverse effects 
Evidence from systematic reviews of serious or severe adverse effects experienced 
by people taking doxycycline. 
 

Doxycycline: serious or severe adverse effects - GOV.UK 

17/07/25 UK Health Security Agency Press release 
Huge biosecurity centre investment to boost pandemic protection 
A new world-leading biosecurity centre in Essex will protect the UK from emerging 
public health threats and boost economic growth. 

Huge biosecurity centre investment to boost pandemic protection - 
GOV.UK 

31/07/25  UK Health Security Agency News story 
RSV vaccine highly effective in preventing hospitalisation 
RSV vaccines are 82% effective for older people and 72% for newborns when 
mothers are vaccinated at least 14 days before birth. 
 

RSV vaccine highly effective in preventing hospitalisation - GOV.UK 

31/07/25  UK Health Security Agency News story 
Latest data shows measles cases remain high 
Measles activity has increased since April 2025 and the UKHSA is continuing to 
oversee the public health risk assessment. 
 

Latest data shows measles cases remain high - GOV.UK 

 

07/07/25 Department of Health & Social Care Independent report 
Review of patient safety across the health and care landscape 
Dr Penny Dash's review of patient safety across the health and care landscape in 
England, which was commissioned by the Department of Health and Social Care. 
 

Review of patient safety across the health and care landscape - GOV.UK 

09/07/25 UK Health Security Agency guidance update 
Beat the heat: hot weather advice 
Information on how to stay safe in hot weather, including how to keep your home 
cool. 
Change made: 
Added pregnant women to those at higher risk. 

Beat the heat: hot weather advice - GOV.UK 

Other Topics - updates 

Other Topics – updates continued… 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/doxycycline-serious-or-severe-adverse-effects?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3a68203b-9e94-4580-9043-ee492e1d4531&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/huge-biosecurity-centre-investment-to-boost-pandemic-protection?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=df080723-0f2b-4b3b-9ec7-90c50e4289ce&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/huge-biosecurity-centre-investment-to-boost-pandemic-protection?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=df080723-0f2b-4b3b-9ec7-90c50e4289ce&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/rsv-vaccine-prevents-hospitalisation-in-older-people-and-newborns?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=dbe352ff-f510-4e6c-95b8-d470978da153&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/latest-data-shows-measles-cases-remain-high?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5be0c5ed-e063-4310-8897-2cafd0d835e6&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-patient-safety-across-the-health-and-care-landscape?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15080590_NEWSL_HMP%202025-07-11&dm_i=21A8,8Z89A,2NYYES,11H7V1,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/beat-the-heat-hot-weather-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cebe9434-5502-44ca-990a-bd11172b6ccf&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history


 

 

                                          UCS Staff & Client Monthly ‘Nice to Know’ updates 

 

                                                                                                                               UCS Staff & Clients Monthly ‘Nice to Know’ updates- July 2025                                                                                                                        Page 4 of 4 
 

09/07/25 Disclosure and Barring Service Guidance 
Basic DBS check: guidance for applicants 
Guidance for applicants on basic DBS checks, including the cost, how to share and 
view the result, and what information is disclosed on a basic DBS certificate. 
Information about contacting ACRO to request a police certificate as part of a visa 
application has been added. 

Basic DBS check: guidance for applicants - GOV.UK 

14/07/25 Department for Energy Security and Net Zero Guidance 
Climate change explained 
Climate change is happening and is due to human activities; along with warming, 
many other changes are occurring such as melting polar ice, rising sea levels and 
more frequent floods, droughts and heatwaves. 
Updated to reflect the latest in climate science 

Climate change explained - GOV.UK 

15/07/25 UK Health Security Agency News story 
UTIs cost NHS hospitals over £600m last year 
New data from UKHSA reveals that treating urinary tract infections (UTIs) cost NHS 
hospitals in England an estimated £604 million in 2023 to 2024. 
 
UK Health Security Agency New Research and analysis 
Understanding the burden of UTI hospitalisations in England 
An overview of the number of hospitalisations from urinary tract infections (UTIs), 
patient profiles and the total cost. 
 

UTIs cost NHS hospitals over £600m last year - GOV.UK 
 
 
 
 
Understanding the burden of UTI hospitalisations in England - GOV.UK 

24/07/25 Department for Work and Pensions Guidance 
Access to Work guide for employers 
Employers' guide to Access to Work: money to help disabled people do their jobs. 
Clarified that Access to Work will not pay for reasonable adjustments that 
employers must legally make. 

Access to Work guide for employers - GOV.UK 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/basic-dbs-checks-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=c612f107-0abe-4844-8cf1-7ba5ee8ff2e2&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/climate-change-explained?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=d06dd367-e5b5-427c-8ced-24ad583831dc&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/utis-cost-nhs-hospitals-over-600m-last-year?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=fa058eb8-aa15-48a3-9b0a-da0925033d02&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-the-burden-of-uti-hospitalisations-in-england?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=08e12331-c383-4168-8288-f6e6780e982c&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-work-guide-for-employers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=91d46ed3-f722-4cb1-9509-bb72ec385e4d&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history

